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_______________

THE ROYAL MILITARY TOURNAMENT.

COLONEL TULLY, the secretary of the Royal Military Tour-
nament, and his staff are again to be congratulated on the
excellence of the arrangements by which they have secured
for the British public another opportunity of witnessing a
tournament at once popular, instructive and successful. As

might have been confidently expected at an entertainment
combining these three qualities, the public interest was

proved by the vast mass of people who were present in all
parts of the building to witness the military pageant. The

English are said to be a warlike, but not a military, nation
like the French ; but a military tournament, affording
as it does illustrations of military manceuvres and feats of
arms by some of the best trained troops in the world, is sure
to prove attractive and elicit any latent military ardour
that may be present.
On the occasion of the last tournament we had to direct

the attention of the authorities to some important points con-
nected with the overcrowding of the men, the imperfect
ventilation of the building, and the want of adequate means
of flushing waterclosets, and it was with much regret that
we heard about a fortnight later of the occurrence of out-
breaks of typhoid fever amongst the troops that had been on
duty at the Agricultural Hall.
On the occasion of our visit last week we were pleased

to notice that many important improvements in the sani-
tary arrangements of the building had been effected, the

advantage of which was everywhere apparent to the senses-
that of smell in particular. Considering the large number
of people and the number of horses in the building, it is
astonishing how little odour was perceived. Great pre-
cautions are taken in this respect in the way of cleaning out
the stalls in which the horses are stabled and in regard to
the cleanliness and aeration of the peat moss which forms the
litter. The stabling for the horses is of the most cleanly
description and the litter is removed three times a day.
Many improvements have, no doubt, been made in the

ventilation of the building, but where such a concourse of
people is concerned it seems worth the consideration of the
committee whether some artificial means of ventilation should
not be provided in order to change the air of the building
from time to time by pumping out the used-up air and

renewing it with a supply of fresh air. This is the more

necessary when it is remembered that the soldiers on duty to
the number of at least 200 have to sleep in an atmosphere
which has been defiled by the many thousands of people who
have crowded into the building during the day. Last year
we found soldiers sleeping in tents within the building, but
this year this objectionable practice has been stopped. It
was pointed out to us that the tents formed part of the
exhibition and were there for spectacular effect and not for
occupation.
Perhaps one of the most important points requiring the

attention of the committee is the entrance to the arena-at
least so it seemed to us. The entrance admits only three
horses abreast, and a crowd of spectators is usually congre-
gated around it. It only requires a slight error of judgment
on the part of the Royal Artillery drivers or a more than
ordinarily fractious or frightened horse to cause an accident
at this point which would bring the matter forcibly before
the attention of the committee and the public.
Another point of hygienic importance which calls for

attention is the flooring, which here and there is cracked and
indented. These cracks afford a suitable harbour for dirt and
animal refuse below the floor, and this cannot be considered
wholesome.
The lavatory accommodation is ample and the drinking

water is supplied from a separate tank in the tower.
The medical work is under the care of Surgeon Tyrrell,

Army Medical Service, Surgeon-Captain Lawless, M.D ,
4th V.B., and Surgeon-Lieutenant Bray, Army Medical Ser-
vice. Veterinary Major Wilson, Army Veterinary Depart-
ment, from Aldershot, has charge of the horses.

The ambulance arrangements consist of a miniature station
hospital with its equipment, together with a surgeon and
assistant surgeon and staff of men from the dep&ocirc;t at Alder-
shot. The medical officers are assisted by Miss Edith Ward
of St. Mary’s Hospital and Miss Luischen Ward of the Royal
Infirmary, Edinburgh ; Sister Murray from the Canterbury
Cavalry Hospital was also in attendance.
The accidents which have occurred since the beginning of

the tournament have not been of a serious nature. On Friday
of last week the first case occurred in a trooper of the Berk-
shire Yeomanry, who fractured his tibia whilst jumping in
the arena in the morning. The horse cleared the jump, but
swerved, and jammed the rider’s leg against the barrier,
causing an oblique fracture of the tibia. The trooper was
removed to Wallingford and is doing well. On the same

day one of the Suffolk Yeomanry was thrown from his horse
and sustained a fracture of the acromial end of the left clavicle.
He also was sent home and is said to be progressing favour-
ably. On Saturday a sergeant of the 17th Lancers, during
the regimental display in which the horses lie down on the
ground, was rolled upon by his horse and sustained a severe
contusion of the leg which resulted in acute synovitis.
The most numerous of all injuries are contusions and

bruises of the hands amongst the Sappers and Miners during
the process of bridgemaking. A driver of the Sussex Artillery
was kicked in the abdomen whilst grooming his horse and
was carried in a collapsed state to the hospital where he
remained for about an hour ; after treatment the medical
officers considered him sufficiently improved to allow him to
ride in the next competition, thus saving the gun from being
disqualified. He has suffered no ill consequences.
The most serious and noteworthy accident occurred on

Monday to Corporal Harvey of the 2nd Life Guards, who,
whilst circling in the musical ride, was kicked by another
trooper’s horse. The kick fractured his tibia, but, instead
of falling out of the line, the rider went on to the
end of the entertainment, which lasted for about a

quarter of an hour. Had he fallen out at the time the
whole ride would have been thrown into confusion. The
action of the injured trooper in continuing the drill in

spite of his suffering cannot but compel admiration as an
example of fortitude and of the qualities which have always
characterised the British soldier in the field. At the same
time we cannot help feeling that it would have been better
for him to have fallen out of the ranks even at the cost of
deranging the programme and damping the pleasure of the
spectators, which are small matters compared with the differ-
ence in gravity to the injured man of a compound and a
simple fracture of the leg.
The arrangements for accidents occurring amongst the civil

part of the audience are exactly the same as they were last
year. All the properties required for the fitting up of these
stations have been supplied by Messrs. Evans and Wormull,
of Stamford-street.

CHOLERA.

Two deaths from choleraic diarrhoea are reported to have
occurred at Toulouse and fears have arisen as to the spread of
the disease in Southern France. It was stated at a meeting
of the Sanitary Board in Paris on the 30th ult. that forty
choleraic cases had occurred since May 15th in the Depart-
ment of Morbihan, twenty-three of which terminated fatally,
and that an outbreak had also taken place in Finistere and
the Vendee which had, however, terminated, no deaths

having occurred since May 12th.
The Spanish Government have imposed a quarantine of five

days on all vessels arriving from Cette, in consequence of the

Spanish Consuls in France having reported the existence of
cholera in the neighbourhood of Cette.
A sporadic case of cholera occurred last week in Hamburg.

It appears that an office messenger who had been suffering
from slight diarrhcea for several days was on Saturday last
seized with the symptoms of Asiatic cholera, of which he died
the same day. The nature of the disease was verified by the
results of bacteriological examination. No cases have since
occurred.
M. Haffkine is successfully prosecuting in India his

method of inoculating for cholera. At Jhansi he inocu-
lated a number of officers and men belonging to the


